| 


| | 


' TO BE OBSERVED 


IN THE 


', THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 


- 


EDINBURG H; 


INSTITUTED FOR THE -- 


; PURPOSE OF | MUTUAL EDIFICATION, 


BY A 
FREE INQUIRY INTO THE 


DOCTRINES OF DIVINE REVELATION. 


To the law and to the leſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to 
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PREAMBLE. 


HE Members who firſt conſtituted 
this Religious Society, ſome time in 
July 1789, finding its original intent frul- 
trated by a number of New Members, who, 
becoming a majority, voted away the Rules 
upon which it was originally conſtituted, 
which they themſelves had ſubſcribed, and 
one of which provided, that thoſe Rules 
were to be amended by unanimous conſent 
only ;—they therefore did, on Thurſday 
evening the 4th of February 1790, declare 
their diſſent from that majority; and, with 
the concurrence of ſome New Members, 
have agreed to the following Rules, for 
promoting the original intent of the Socie- 
ty, and preventing a ſimilar confuſion in 
future. 


i, 


1. With reſpe#? to the Members. 


1. When any Perſon applies to become 
3 a Member, he ſhall have a copy of theſe 
Y Rules given him, for which he ſhall pay 

$ 3d. If, after he has had them a week, he | 
ſtill defires to be admitted a Member, he 2 Ihe 
ſhall be aſked, If he believes that the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtaments con- 
tain a revelation from God? If a love of 
truth, and a defire to receive and commu- 
nicate the ſame, be his motive for becom- | 
ing a member? And, If he has conſidered „5 
the Rules of the Society, agrees with, and 
is reſolved to obſerve them? If he anſwers 
theſe queſtions in the affirmative, and if 
there be no objection to his moral charac- 
ter, and none of the Members oppoſe his 
admiſſion, he ſhall be admitted a Member, 
if the number of Members be not full be- 
fore. See alſo Article 2. of head V. 


2. If any Member tranſgreſs the Rules, 
he ſhall only be admoniſhed by the Preſh- | 
dent, unleſs the tranſgreſſion be very great, LY 
or the admonition be diſregarded : But, in y 

any of theſe caſes, the Preſident ſhall have 
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a diſcretionaty power to nominate a fine, 
not leſs than Two-pence, nor more than 
One Shilling; which ſhall be paid at the 
diſmiſſion of the meeting, or the firſt op- 
portunity thereafter, If any Member be 
troubleſome, and neither admonitions nor 
fines ſeem to reform him, any Member may 
make a motion for his excluſion, which, if 
agreed to by three-fourths of the Society, 
he ſhall be excluded. : 
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3. The number of Members ſhall not 
exceed 40, unleſs three-fourths of the Mem- 
bers think it expedient to increaſe the num- 


ber of Members, and diminiſh the number 
of Viſitors. 


4. While the number of Members do 
not exceed 40, every Member, when ad- 
mitted, ſhall receive two tickets, one for 
himſelf, and one for an acquaintance; on 
both which he ſhall write his own name; 
as alſo, the word Member on his own, and 
Viſitor on the other, 


5. Viſitors ſhall be ſubje& to the Rules 
of Behaviour, and liable to excluſion for 
tranſgreſſion, the ſame as the Members are. 

Only, 
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Only, the Members ſhall retain their tic- 
kets, and Viſitors ſhall deliver theirs to the 
Door-keeper as they go in, who ſhall deli- 
yer them to the Clerk after Nine o'clock; 
from whom the Members will receive them 
at the diſmiſſion of the Society, Any Mem- 
ber not preſent at diſmiſſion, may have his 
ticket from the Clerk between and the next 


meeting. 


6. Every Member, on being admitted in- 
to the Society, ſhall pay not leſs than Six- 
pence, and thereafter his proportion of the 
expences which ſhall be incurred, quarter- 
ly; but no perſon ſhall be liable for ex- 
pences incurred after he has left the Socie- 
ty, which he may do when he pleaſes. 


7. Four weeks abſence of a member af- 
ter the quarter day, without payment of 
his proportion of expences, or a proper ex- 
cuſe made for ſuch negle&, ſhall be conſi- 
dered as a deſertion of the Society, and an- 
other Member may then be received to ſup- 
ply the vacancy, 


II. Of Behaviour and Speaking 0 the Soriety. 


1. Every Perſon preſent muſt behave 
with that ſobriety which becomes a Society 
met for prayer, and mutual edification. 


2. None are to whiſper, or ſpeak to one 
another, ſo as to interrupt others from 
hearing the Speaker; nor may any ſtand 
upon the ſeats, but muſt interrupt the view 
and hearing of others as little as poſſible. 
And none but the Preſident may interrupt 
a Speaker. 


3. Every Member or Viſitor may ſpeak 
his mind freely upon any ſubje& under 
conſideration, and may ule every ſcriptural 
and rational argument to ſupport his own 
opinion, or oppoſe what is contrary there». 
to; but muſt obſerve the rules as to the 
time, order, and manner of ipeaking, 


4. No perſon ſhall ſpeak more than ten 
minutes at once, except the firſt ſpeaker, 


| who ſhall be allowed fifteen minutes, ei- 


ther at once or twice, as he ſhall think 
proper, 


5. 
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F. No perſon ſhall ſpeak immediately 

[ after another, on the ſame ſide of a queſ- 

tion, when there is a difference of opinion ; 
nor may any one ſpeak twice (except the 
Hirſt, as above,) till leave be intimated by 
the Preſident. After one minute's lence, 
the Preſident ſhall intimate leave to any 
former ſpeaker, oppoſite to the laſt, to ſpeak 
again : And, if no reply be made in ano- 

ther minute, he ſhall then intimate leave 

for any perſon to ſpeak on any ſide he | 
pleaſes, 
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6. No perſon ſhall make any improper 
reflections on another for what he may 
ſay, nor apply unchriſtian or illiberal epi- 
thets to him, or his party. 
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3 7. Every perſon may deliver his ſenti- 
| ments in what manner he pleaſes, either 
extempore, from memory, or in writing, 


| | III. Of Texts, Subjects, or Queſtions. . 


if | 1. Any Member or Perſon contributing | 
to the ſupport of this Inſtitution, ſhall have ( 
a right to propoſe any text of Scripture, jd 

ſubject | 


(9) 
ſubje& contained therein, or queſtion ta- 
ken therefrom, for the conſideration of the 
Society; and the texts, ſubjects, or queſ- 
tions, being preſented, ſhall be ſpoken to 
in the ſame order in which they are given 
in, as far as ſhall be conſiſtent with the 


equality provided for in the following Ar- 
ticles, 


2. Two or more queſtions ſhall not be 
brought forward in immediate ſucceſſion 
by perſons of one opinion, unleſs by con- 
ſent of the oppoſite, if there be any in op- 
poſition, or for the ſake of connection; in 
which caſes, the oppoſite ſide ſhall be al- 
lowed as many in immediate ſucceſſion, 


3. Perſons of every particular opinion, 
whether one or more, ſhall have equal pri- 
vilege in bringing forward queſtions, ſo 
that thoſe who are moſt numerous ſhall 
have no advantage, in that reſpect, above 
one or two of a different opinion, 


4. When any ſubject has been ſpoken 
to one night, if one or two Members deſire 
it to be continued, it ſhall be continued 

B another 
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another night, It ſhall require a majority 
of vores to continue it a third night, and 


three fourths to continue it a fourth, beyond 


which 1t ſhall not go but by unanimous 
conſent. None are to vote but Members ; 
and no votes to be taken on the doctrines. 


5. When only one or two are for the 
queſtion continued, the Preſident thall in- 
timate what the next queſtion is; that, in 


\ caſe the preſent ſhould afford little or no 


more ſpeaking, the Society may know 
what will be the ſubject for the next night. 
And next night the Preſident ſhall read or 
repeat the queſtion to be continued, Then, 
if no perſon ſpeaks to it in five minutes, he 
ſhall propoſe the next. Or, if, after one 
or two have ſpoken, none ſhall ſpeak again 
in other tive minutes, the Preſident ſhall 


then again propoſe the next Queſtion ; he 


having given the ſeveral intimations men= 
tioned in the Third Article of the Second 


Head. 


6. The manner of preſenting Queſtions 
ſhall be by a line ſigned by the perſon ; 
which line ſhall be delivered to the Preſi- 
dent before the diſiaiſſion of the meeting. 


IV. 
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IV. Of Preſidents. 


1. Every Member ſhall have a right to 
be Prefident in his turn, and in ſucceſſion 
to one another, as their names ſtand in the 
liſt; only, ſuch as do not chooſe ro be 
Preſident may decline; in which caſe, and 


in caſe of abſence, the next in ſucceſſion, 


who inclines, ſhall ſupply his place, None 
ſhall ſubſtitute another, nor be Preſident 
after it is paſt his turn, till it be his turn a- 
gain, according to the order of the liſt. 


2. It ſhall belong to the Preſident to o- 
pen the meeting with prayer; read or repeat 
the text, ſubject, or ſlate of the queſtion; 
cauſe the rules to be obſerved; put an end 
to the {peaking at the time agreed to by 
the Society; give a ſhort Nate of the argu- 
ments as far as he can; deliver his own opi- 
nion, and conclude with prayer and praiſe. 
He ſhall then take the opinion of the Mem- 
bers as to the continuance of the queſtion, 
which ſhall be diſmiſſed or continued as 
directed by the .4th Article of Head 11. 


3. 
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3. If the Preſident incline to ſpeak, as a- 
bove, he muſt confine himſelf to 10 or 15 
minutes ; and, as the meeting ſhould be 
diſmiſſed before 10 o'clock, he ſhall put a 
ſtop to the ſpeaking of others, at half paſt 
nine or ſooner, if allowing another Speak- 
er would go beyond that time. If there 
be a difference of opinion, he ſhall put a 
ſtop to the ſpeaking a little ſooner or later, 


that the number of Speakers on the diffe- 


rent ſides may be equal upon the whole, 
and the meeting diſmiſſed by 10 o'clock. 


V. Of a Committee. 


I. There ſhall be a Committee choſen 
quarterly from the Society, to confiſt of 
the Clerk and fix other Members, more or 
leſs, to be made up, as equally as poſlible, 
of perſons of the different opinions that 
may obtain in the Society, 


2. It ſhall belong to this Committee to 
receive applications from perſons who wiſh 
to be Members, examine them, and re- 
port their opinion to the Society. Upon 
which the perſon or perſons ſhall be pub- 

licly 
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licly received by the Preſident, if approved 
by the Society, and there be room for ad- 
miſſion. If there be any oppoſition, the 
concurrence of three fourths of the Society 
ſhall be required for his or their admiſhon, 


3. It ſhall alſo belong to the Committee 


to bring forward the queſtions given in to oe 


the Preſident, in an orderly and equitable 
manner, and ſupply queſtions when order 
or equality may require. 


4 Any other buſineſs belonging to the 


Society, for which the Committee is com- 


petent, may be managed by them. And 
when they cannot determine, or agree a- 


bout, any matter, they ſhall phy to the 
_ for inſtructions, 


VI. Of the Clerk, Expences, cc. 


1. The Clerk, who may alſo be Treas 
ſurer, ſhall be choſen by the Society yearly, 


or oftener, as the Society and he ſhall find 


convenient, 


2. The Clerk ſhall keep a regular ac- 
count of the expences incurred by the So- 


ciety ; 
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tiety ; for the payment of which the So- 


ciety ſhall provide, by quarterly collec- 


tions, and the entry of new Members. 


3. The Society ſhall meet every Thurſ- 
day evening, or any other evening they 
may hereafter find convenient, at half an 
hour paſt Seven, or at Eight o'clock, as 
ſhall be moſt convenient for the Members 
in general, to conſider any ſubje& that 
may be propoſed for conſideration. 


4. Theſe rules ſhall be amended only 
by unanimous conſent 3 except the laſt, 
which relates to the time of meeting, and 
the third Article of the Firſt Head, which 
relates to the number of Members, which 
may be altered by three fourths of the So- 
ciety agreeing to the alteration, Addi- 
tional rules, if found expedient, may alſo 
be made, if agreed to by three fourths of 
the Society: But no alterations or addi- 
tions ſhall be made by any majority what- 
ever, that ſhall in any reſpect alter or in- 
jure the reſt of the rules, which are here- 


by declared to be permanent. 


N. B. 
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N. B. A copy of theſe printed Rules 
ſhall be prefixed to the book in which the 


, Members ſhall inſert their names, 
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